California Purple Star Schools
Recognizing the important role of public schools in supporting military-connected
students and their families.

About the Purple Star School Designation

The California Purple Star School Designation Program (Purple Star Program) seeks to
reduce the burden on military-connected students and their families by articulating the
most critical transition supports for military-connected students and their families by
publicly designating schools that meet certain requirements. The program signals which
schools are the most committed and best equipped to meet their unique needs.

The Purple Star Program was designed to help mitigate the challenges of high mobility
by setting standards for and publicly designating military-friendly schools. The Purple
Star School Designation Program was codified in 2024, California Education

Code 51255.

The Purple Star Program’s true value derives from its potential to:

o Centralize and make knowledge accessible,

e Develop stakeholder networks, and

e Support schools in cultivating and communicating cultural competency in
supporting military-connected families.

California Purple Star Schools

Designated Purple Star Schools List (XLSX; Updated Feb-2026):
https://www.cde.ca.qov/ls/pf/Imc/documents/purplestarschoollist.xlsx

October 8, 2026 - Release of the 2027 Purple Star School Designation Program
Request for Applications.

Questions: Community Schools Office | PurpleStar@cde.ca.qov
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